The long-term impact of a training program in maxillofacial prosthodontics.
A follow-up survey of trainees in a National Cancer Institute-sponsored program in maxillofacial prosthodontics was conducted. Information about the trainees' current professional activities indicated that the majority work in private practice or a dental school, are primarily involved in clinical work or teaching, and see few cancer patients. Inadequate reimbursement and lack of collaboration with surgeons were cited as barriers to involvement in cancer patient care. It is suggested that barriers to applying training expertise in actual practice settings require emphasis in the planning and curricula of training programs.